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Which 18 now ſet up in Oppoſition to the N 
WoOnꝝpD of GOD; 2 


Proved to be a mere ID O from the very Text © 


that has been ſo often produced in its Favour. 
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GENTLEME N, 

Now preſent you with the follow- 
ing Sermon, which at your Re- 
queſt I have ventur d to publiſh : 
I had deſigned to have annexed to it a 
full Explication of another famous Text 
that is often cited in Favour of the Law 
of Nature. This has cauſed ſome little 
{Alteration in the Form of my Diſcourſe, 

a5 well as delayed the Publication of it. 
A 2 But 


DEDICATION 


But that Argument ſoon grew under 
my Hands to a Size, that Itzoughtſome- 
what diſproportionate, and too large for 
an Appendix. It may perhaps, if it ſhall 
be deemed neceſſary, be ſhortly printed 


in a diſtinct 7:{courſe by itſelf. 


I am not fo vain as to expect that 
others will now read this Sermon with = 
the ſame Candor that you were pleaſed 
to receive it from the Pulpit. I know F 
there are many truly great and juſtly 
admired Names, as well as ſome ſtrong ® 


Prejudices ag uli the Doctrine contain- | 


ed in it. But I am fo fully convinced, 
not only of the Truth, but of the Im- 
ortance too of what I have advanced, 


that if the Reader will only bring along 


with him the Spirit of the CHriſtian, | 


ſhall not much fear the Severity of the 
Judge. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


moſt bumble Servant, 


8s 

"of 

Arles YV LLLALS., = 

* a ; : by 5 : 2 
1 


ROM. II. 14, Fe; 


For when the Gentiles, wwhich have not 
the Law, do by Mature the things 
contained in the 4 theſe having 
not the Law, are a Law unto them- 


ſelves : Which ſbæm the Work of the 


Law written in their Hearts. 


HE Religion of Nature has been 
for many Years the favourite Idol 
of this Proteſtant Kingdom. 'The 
Scriptures were formerly eſteemed 
the ſole Rule of Faith, and the only Standard 
of Divine Truth. But the Word of God mult 
now, it ſeems, give the Way and Precedency to 
this great and ſuperior Law of Nature; which 
has of late been cry'd up with as much Noiſe and 
Clamour, and perhaps with as little Senſe too, 
as the great Goddeſs Diana was by the Hobe- 
ſiaus, when the greater Part of thoſe, who 
joined in the Cry, knew not wherefere they 
were come togetber. 
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2 An os Heer 

To this ſupreme Law the Characters of Di- 

vinity have been expreſſiy aſcribed. 

It is, they fay, Eternal and Unchangeable, 
antecedent to the will of God, and indepeg- 
dent on it. It is fo exceeding clear in its 
Principles, that it is the only true Light thor 

enlighineth very Man that cometh into the 
{tis fo full and perfect in its Rules, 
that God himſeif can neither add to it, nor 
diminiſh ought from it. It is fo univerſal 
in its Extent, that it comprehends the whole 
Race of Mankind ; all Kings muſt fall down 
before it, and all Nations upon Earth do it 
Service. It is ſo authoritative in its Dictates, 
that God as well as Man, the Creator as well 
as the Creature, is obliged to conform tg it. 

From this fingle Source and Fountain of 

Light, we are told, that all the right Notions 
ol the Deity are originally derived, and all the 
great Lines of Morality drawn; inſomuch 
that unleſs theſe are firſt known and belieyed, 
Revelation itſelf can figntfy nothing to us: for 
Natural Religion 1s the fole Foundation of all 
that is inſtituted and revealed. 

Now all theſe Aſſertions ſeem to me very 
ſhocking Poſitions, not only incapable of being 
reconciled to the Word of God, but of fatal 
Tendency to ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe 
that oppoſe it. And in Fa& we find, that 
the keeneſt Arrows that have been ſhot againſt 
Chriſtianity, have been drawn from this Qui- 
ver, © V - ſome very good Men have made 


the 
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the only Foundation of our Faith, other very 
bad Men have, oury 5 with leſs Inconſiſtency, 
made the principal oundation of their Infi- 
delity. And if our Divines will fill tell them, | 
that unleſs all the great Things contained in 
their Law of Nature, are firſt known and be- 
lieved, the Revelation of God himſelf can 
ſignify Nothing ; we cannot, I think, much 
wonder, that they ſhould now at. laſt tell our 
Divines, that where all theſe great Things are 

firſt known and believed, Revelation can ſig- 
nity Little, 

For the very End of Revelation is, I pre- 
ſume, to diſcover to us, by a ſupernatural 
Light from Heaven, thoſe Truths which we 
are naturally ignorant of, and not the Truths 
which we naturally know ; and theſe, with 
Submiſſion, I muſt believe are Truths of the 
higheſt, and not of the leaſt Importance, to 
the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Man. | 
But to get, if poſſible, to the Bottom of 
this Subject ; I would fain learn from the pre- 
ſent Advocates of the Religion of Nature, where 
we may find the Autographa of this boaſted 
Law, and the original Text upon which ſuch: 
ſurprizing Comments have been written. This 
is a fair Queſtion, and which I think ought 0 
be as fairly anſwer d. 

But theſe great Men muſt know, that 'tis 
only ſending us upon a Fool's Errand, to bid 
us conſult the great * and Pandect of 


Nature, 


4 A i Se- Hermon 
Nature, and the everlaſting Tables of right 
Reaſon, which, they fay, afe much more an- 
cient, and by ſome Expreſſions, it ſhould 
ſeem, more ſaered too; than the very Tables 
on which God himſelf wrote the Command- 
ments he deliver'd to Msjes. For aſk now of 
the Days that are paſt, ſince the Day that God 
created -Man upon the Earth : and alk from 
the one Side of Heaven unto the other, Who, 
of all the Sons of Adam, ever faw theſe ever- 
laſting Tables, or ever heard of any Library 
upon Earth, where this Digeſt of Nature was 
to be fac f And what God has never once 
mentioned nor recommended to our Notice, 
and no Man to this Day can tell us where we 
may find, I ſhall look upon as a mere Idol, 
which ſome Moderns have ſet up in their 
Hearts, but which, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of 
t. Paul's Words, is Nothing in the World, 
But ſeem perhaps to forget my Text, of 
which I expect now to be in e and of 
thoſe ſtrong Expreſſions contained in it, where 
St. Paul, as theſe learned Men will needs 
have it, does expreſsly effirm, That the Gena 
tiles themſelves, who had not the Law of 
Moſes, nor any Revelation from God, did yet 
by the mere Strength and Light of Nature 
do the great Things contain 'd in the Law; 
and t! zough they had not the Law, yet they + 
were a ſufficient Law anto themſelves, and 
ſhewed the grand Work of the Law written 
on their Hearts; which plainly proves that 


there is 2 Law of Mature antecedent to the 
revcal'd 
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reveal d Will of God, and independent on it, 
that is written in the Hearts of all Mankind. 
Now ] am fully convinced, that the mo- 
dern Geographer may as ſoon find the very 
Spot of Ground where Paradife ſtood, before 
the Earth was broken down and diffolved at 
the Deluge; and the apoſtate Jew as ſoon. 
diſcover that unknown Region of the World, 
where the Ten Tribes of Muel lye concealed 
to this Day; as either the Infidel or the Chri- 
ſtian can find thoſe Gentiles, that did by the 
mere Strength of Nature do the great T hings 
contained in the Law of Moſes. For it is 
plain from almoſt every Page in the Bible, 
that after the Days of Moſes, till the coming 
of Chriſt, there was not a ſingle Nation un- 
der Heaven, the eus only excepted, that 
either knew or worſhipped the true God. 
And how it was poſſible for thoſe, who knew 
not God, to dv the great Things contained in 
the. Law of God, it will require more Philo- 
fophy, I believe, than even theſe great Men 
are Maſters of, to ſhew; And that St. Paw 
himſelf never once dreamed of this boaſted 
Law of Nature, that is ſaid to be written in 
Mens Hearts; and that thofe learned Men, 
who have ur ed this Paſſage as a ſtrong Proof 
of it, did 9 dream fo, is what I ſhall now 
endeavour to prove. From which Account 
we ſhall, I hope, at laſt find the true Mean- 


ing of this miſ-tranſlated and miſtaken Paſ- 


fage, and be able pr to diſcover the Riſe 
of | 
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of thoſe unhappy Doctrines tant have been 


built upon it. 

The great Mr. Locke, who has wrote a very 
elaborate Comment upon this Epiſtle, juſtly 
admired St. Paul as a very cloſe Reaſoner, who 
always argued to the Point he was upon ; and 
as a great Maſter of Addreſs too, who always 
took care to give as little Offence as poſſible to 
his Countrymen the Jews. 

But if now, according to the common In- 
terpretation, the Gentiles in my Text were 
thoſe Gentiles who continued under that Apo- 
ſtaſy and Revolt frem God, which the firſt 
Gentiles in the preceding Chapter began, it 
will poſe the acuteſt Reaſoner upon Earth to 
reconcile the amiable Character St. Paul gives 
of the one, with the very black and hideous 
Colours in which he deſcribes the other. 

Read over that large Catalogue of ſtupen- 
dous Sins, to which the firſt Gentiles were 
abandoned by God upon their Apoſtaſy from 
him ; and then compare them, and try it it 
FO poſſible, that thoſe Gentiles who perſevered 
in this Apoſtaſy from the true God, could 
deſerve, or be in any Senſe capable of that 
Character which St. Paul gives them in the 


Text before us. The former Deſcription pre- 


ſents us with a ghaſtly Scene of the greateſt 
Enormities that Man can commit; the latter, 
if I do not greatly miſtake, expreſſes in few 
Words the Height of Piety and Goodneſs.— 
But let us take this Paſlage in another Light. 
he 
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The Apoſtle had faid in the very Verſe before 
my Text, that not he Hearers of the Law are 


Z Juſt before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall 


. 
Ws I 
* #5 
1 


be juſtified. But if you now aſk, Who theſe 
Doers of the Law are? St. Paul, that great 
Maſter of Addreſs, who is ſo very tender of 
ſhocking his Countrymen the Fes, is plain- 
ly made to anſwer in the very next Words, 
that they are the Geiles who continue in 
open Apoſtaſy from God. Theſe, it ſeems, 
are the Doers of the Law which ſhall be juſti- 
fied ; for though they have not the Law, yet 
they do the Things contained in the Law, and 


that by the ſole Strength of Nature too, and 


ſo compleatly alſo, that they are a Law unto 
themſelves ; which ſhew the Work, or great. 
End, of the Law written on their Hearts. — 
This is in truth a Doctrine ſo ſhocking, not 
to Jeu only, but, I ſhould hope, to all Chri- 
ſtians too, that the very naming of it may 
ſhew that St. Paul's Words have certainly been 
miſtaken. And yet it is exceeding plain, that 
in the Verſes following my Text, the great 
Apoſtle proceeds in the very ſame Chain of 
Argument to ſhew, that the TJews were in 
truth only Hearers, but not Doers of the Law; 
and that therefore their Circumciſion, in 
which they ſo much boaſted, was made Un- 
circumciſion ;: Whereas the Gentiles in my 
Text, whom St. Paul deſcribes in ſuch bean- 
tiful Colours, are the Uncircumciſion that 
keep the Righteouſneſs of the Law, and 
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which m be therefore counted for Circum- 
ciſion. They are, as it is expreſſed in the 
next Verſe, the Uncircumciſion by Nature, 
that, in the ſtrongeſt Word the Apoſtle could 
uſe, fulfils the Law); and W muſt con- 
demn the e, 2000 by the Letter and Circums 
cif on tran/grfſeth the Law. For be is not 4 
Few, 7869 is one outwardly, and can plead on- 
ly his carnal Deſcent from Avraham ; neither 
is that Circumciſion, which is outroart in the 
Fleſh : But he is the Jew, who is one inward- 
ly a true Mraclite indeed, of the Faith of 
their Father Abrabam: : and Gircumciſicn is 
that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men but of 
God. -Theſe, as St. Paul ſpeaks in another 
Place, are the Ci. rcumciſ ion that <v6rſhip God 
in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jeſus, and 
have no Confidence in the Fleſh. And ſuch I 
will now prefume are the Gentiles in my. 
Text. 

For to bring this Point to a ſhort Iſſue: 
St. Paul was the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſent 
to open their Eyes, te turn them from Dark- 
neſs to Light, and From the Power of Satan 
unto Ged. 

Now theſe Gentiles in my Text muſt be 
either thoſe who were no hug or thoſe 
who ſtill at in Darkneſs and the Shadre p. of 
Death, under the Dominion of the Devil, 
det heut Chrift, without Hope, and athens 
Ged in the World, If they were Gentijes by 

Natures, 


55 
7 
* 
* 
* 
* 
5 * 
* 
A 
> . 
. * 
54 
et 
2K" 
<3 
"TI 
3 
Li 


3 


at Vox, July 8. 1744.9 


Nature, who were now converted to Chriſt, 


the Character St. Paul gives them in my Text 
is conſiſtent with every Text in Scripture, 
which ſpeaks of the firſt Converts in as high 
Terms; but if they were ſtill under the. 
Power of Satan, you may as ſoon reconcile. 
Light and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial toge- 
ther, as make the received Interpretation. of 
this Paſſage conſiſtent either with common 
Senſe, or the Word of God. 

For what, I beſeech you, are the Things 
contained in the Law? Is not the very firſt 
and greateſt Commandment of all, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods but me? Ts not the Second, 
Thou ſhalt not make unto thyſelf any graven 
Image Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, 
nor wor/lþ them? Are not theſe Two in a 
manner the Sum and Subſtance of the whole 
Law, inſiſted on and inculcated over and 
over in every Chapter of the Bible? And 
could the Gentiles after all, before they were 
converted and turned from Idols to ſerve the 
living God who made Heaven and Earth, do 
the things contained in this Law ? It is a gla- 
ring and barefaced Contradiction. 

Moes tells us, that whoever ſacrificeth unto 
any Gods, fave unto Fehovah only, ſhall be ut-- 
terly deſtroyed. And were the Gentiles who, 
St. Paul ſays, ſacrificed unts Devils, and not 
es God, the very fame Gentiles who, the 
iame Apoſtle tells us, did the things contained 
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10 An Aﬀize-Sermo! 
in the Law?” It is the Height of Abſurdity, 
and abſolutely impoſſible. 

But here I ſuppoſe, by ſome great Men we 
ſhall be told, that theſe Laws were given to 
the Mraelites only, and not to the Gentiles. 1 
own it; I plead for it: The Strength of my 
Argument againft their boaſted Law of Na- 
ture is from this irreſiſtable, and the aſtoniſh- 
ing Weakneſs of their Plea from the Words of 
my Text demonſtrable. God. had indeed 
thewed his Word unte Jacob, bis Statutes and 
Judgments unto Iſrael; but he had not dealt fo 
"vith any other Nation, neither had the Heathen 
any Knowledge of his Laws. No; it was in 
Judah only that God himſelf was known, his 


Name was great in Mael; whereas all the 


Gods of the Nations were Idols: But Jehovah 
made the Heavens. 

But where then, in the mean time, was 
this boaſted Law of Nature ? or what was 
the Light thereof? which during this long 
Night of Pagan Darkneſs could not diſtinguiſh 
an Idol from the living God, nor the Crea- 
ture from the Creator, who is bleſſed for 
ever? And ſhall we be ſtill told, that natural 
Religion is the ſole Foundation of that which 


is revealed? So that where the Being and At- 


tributes of God, and other great Points of 
Morality, are not firſt known by the Light 
of Nature, Revelation itſelf can ſignify no- 
thing ; and that it is indeed ridiculous in ax 
reſpects to pretend to prove theſe Things by 

Reve- 
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Revelation? But how comes it to pals, I be- 


E ſcech you, with due Reverence be it ſpoken, 


that an Argument from the Mouth of God 
ſhall be thought ridiculous, which in the 
Mouth of a modern Philoſopher ſhall carry 
the Force of Demonſtration ? What ! Is not 
the Bible as good a Book, and as ſufficient too 
for the Conviction of an Atheiſt, as Dr. Clarke's 
Book of the Being and Attributes of God ? 
Or cannot this Almighty Being reveal himſelf 
to them that know him not, diſcover himſelf 
even to them that ſeek him not, and manifeſt 
himſelf to them that alk not after him ? — 


What! was not Chriſt then in Truth a Light 
Jo lighten the Gentiles who knew not God? 


Or did he not indeed ſend his Apoſtles to open 
the Eyes of theſe blind Pagans, 7o turn them 


from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 


Satan unto God? 

And is it after all ridiculous, in all reſpects 
ridiculous, to pretend to prove theſe Things 
from Revelation ? And does Revelation itſelf 
neceſſarily preſuppoſe theſe Things as firſt 
known, and always ſpeak of them as preſup- 
poſed, when the Scriptures not only | /uppoſe, 
but in the moſt expreſs Terms affirm them to 
be abſolutely unknown to the whole Gentle 
World; and that there was not a ſingle People 
upon Earth, beſides the Jews to whom the 
Oracles of God were committed, that either 
knew or worſhipped the true God? And is it 
now poſſible to conceive that St. Paul himſelf 

| .could 
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could affirm, that the Gentiles before their 
Converſion, even while they knew not God, 
but did Service to them who were by Nature 
no Gods, did at the ſame time do the Things 
contained in the Law of God? That while 
they were thus given over to a reprobate Mind, 
fuffered to walk in their own Ways, and to 
follow their own Imaginations, they were yet 
a Law unto themſelves? and that the Hea- 
then, even when they had not any Know- 


ledge of God's Laws, did yet ſhew the Work 
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of the Law written in their Hearts? In truth, 

1 am quite aſhamed to expofe in this manner 

| the Nakedneſs of this Interpretation ; but T L 

hope the Importance of the Subject will be 

my Excuſe. _ ; 
18 The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles had con- 
853 verted many Thouſands of them to the Faith 
11 of Chriſt; but in every Epiſtle which he 
4 writes to confirm them in this Faith, he ne- 

i ver fails to remind them of the deplorabbe 

i State they were in, before their Converſion to g 

| it. They were then without Strength, the by 

| Servants of Sin, and Enemies in their Mind © 

t by wicked Works; nay, they were even dead 

| in Sins, and by Nature the Children of Wrath, © 


even as others. And is it poſſible that they 
could at the ſame time Do, and that by Na- 


| # ture too, the Things contained in the Law ?— 
1 He tells them, that before their Convertion 
44 they lived as other Gentiles live, in Fornica- 
| tion, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Affection, evil 

| | Concerts © 
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Cencupiſcence, and all thoſe Sins, for which 
the Wrath of God cometh upon the Children of 
Diſcbedience : And were they at that time al- 
ſo a ſufficient Law unto thetnſelyes ? He re- 
minds them, that i Times paſt they walked as 
then Gentiles walk, in the Vanity of their 
Minds, having their Under/landing darkned, 
being alienated from the Life of God; through 


the Ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the 


Blindneſs of their Hearts, who being paſt feel- 


ing have given themſelves over unto Laſcivi- 
oſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 
neſs. And can the wildeſt Imagination be- 
lieve that the ſame Apoſtle could affirm, that 
they did at that time /heww the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts? What a Load of 
Abſurdities does this ſingle Interpretation of 
my Text throw upon the great  Apoftle 
St. Paul? and yet how greedily has it been 


catched at by ſome learned Men to advance & 


* * * 5 1 
I ˙——— acid 


favourite Notion, that I verily think is incon- 
fiſtent with, and plainly condemned in almoſt 
every Page of Seripture. I could eaſily heap 
Argument upon Argument, and ſtill heighten 
this accumulative Evidence in Proof of my 
Aſſertion. For ſo far was St. Paul from once 


thinking of this boaſted Law of Nature, ſo 
far from once ſpeaking one ſingle Word in its 


* Favour, ſo far from aſſerting that the inviſi- 


ble Things of God could ever be diſcovered 
by the bare Light of it, that he not only af- 
firms over and over, that the Gentiles knew not 

CE- God ; 
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7 + An Aſſize-Sermion 

; but moreover proves too, that they ne- 
ver = have known him, unlcſs God in his 
infinite Mercy had firſt ſent his Apoſtles to 
preach and reveal him unto them. This, in 
St. Paul's Judgment, was the only Means by 
which God could ever be found of them that 
ſought him not, or be made manifeſt to them 
that aſked not after him; and I am quite ama- 
zed, that good Chriſtians ſhould differ fo 
widely from him. For pray what is the 
Meaning of that remarkable Phraſe St. Paul 
uſes to the Galatians, whom he had himſelf 
converted ? Then when ye knew not God, ye 
did ſervice to them who are by nature no Gods: 
bit now after that ye have known God, or ra- 
ther are known of God —This Expreflion ſeems 
to me with great Strength and Beauty to im- 
ply, that unleſs God had firſt viſited the Cen- 
files to take out of them a People for his 
Name, and had been pleaſed to have firſt 
owned them for his Servants, they had never 
known or owned him for their God. And 
from this very Argument St. Paul at once 


juſtifies himſelf to the Feres, and pleads the 


Neceſſity of his Mithon to the Gentiles. God 
had often ſpoken of a new Covenant that he 
would make in the latter Days, when there 
ſhould be no longer Difference between Jew 
and Gentile; but, in the Words of the Pro- 
phet Joel, Whoever ſhould call upon the Name 
of Fehoah / honld be faved. Upon which the 
Apoſtle immediately brews out in- theſe re- 
markable 


1 
wa) 
4 
* 


. Hh. 3 ff 


Y 
4 
7 
> 
* 


at Vokk, July 8. 1744. 15 
markable Words: How then ſhall they call an 


him, in whom they have not believed? And 
how ball they believe in him, of whom they 
have not heard? And how ſhall they hear wwith- 
out Preacher! and how ſhall they preach, e- 
cept they be fent * Sg then Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of Ged. 
We have here, I think, as plain a Demon- 
{tration as any in Euclid, that as the Gentile 
World knew not God, believed not in him, 
and had not ſo much as heard of him; {© 
they could never have called upon his Name 
for Salvation, unleſs God had firſt ſent his A- 
poſtles to reveal him, and to preach the Go- 
ſpel of Peace, even the glad Tidings of Salya- 
tion unto them. This ſingle Paſſage of the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles carries ſuch Con- 
viction along with it, and ſtrikes with ſuch a 
Force, as is ſufficient to tear up at once this 
imaginary Law of Nature by the Roots. It 
ſhews in the ſtrongeſt Point of Light the ab- 
ſolute Necęſſity of Revelation, and that Chriſt 
was, in the higheſt Senſe of the Words, 4 
Ligbi to lighten the Gentiles ; and at the ſame 
time proves, that the Religion of Nature, to 
which the Characters of Divinity are now 
aſcribed, and which is by ſome ſet up in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the Goſpel, is in truth as 
groſs a Fiction, and as mere an Idol, as any 
of the Gods which the Heathens themſelves 
worthipped. 


1 And 
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And had the Words in my Text been right- 
ly pointed in the Original, only by placing 
the Comma after Sb inſtead of before it, and 
then literally tranſlated, Ihen the Gentiles, 
which have not the Law by Nature, Do the 
Things contained in the Law; the Words had 
been ſtrong and beautiful, and the Senſe of 
them plain and obvious : there had been no 
room for miſtaking St. Paul's Meaning, nor 
the leaſt Shadow of an Argument to be drawn 
from them in favour of the Law of Nature. 
It had then evidently appeared, that the Gen- 
71%rs in my Text, which do the Things contain- 


ed 73: the Law, were the Uncircumciſion that 


keeps ihe Righteouſneſs of the Law ; the Uncir- 
cumciſion by Nature that fulfils the Law; 
and that therefore ſhall be counted for Cir- 
cumciſion, even the true Gircumciſion of the 
— whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of 
God. 

The very learned * Grotius, who was wile 
ling enough to build ſomething like a Law of 
Nature upon this Text, yet plainly ſaw, and 
was ſo ingenuous as to own, that the Words 
might fairly be tranſlated as I have render'd 
them ; but the Context plainly ſhews, and 
the Senſe of the whole Scripture proves, that 
they not only fairly may, but neceſſarily ought 
to be ſo tranſlated. | 
The eus indeed were born under the 
Law, and fo they had the Law. by Nature, 

that 
© Lib. I. Cap. 1, $ 16. Par. 6. De Jur. Bell. & Pac, 
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that is, from their very Birth, which the 
Gentiles had not; and it Mould be remem- 
ber'd, that we who are Jeros by Nature, and 
not Sinners of the Gentiles, are the very Words 
of our great Apoſtle himſelf in his Speech to 
St. Peter: And yet ] verily think it would be 
the Height of Abſurdity to affirm of the beſt 
Jews that ever lived, that they did by Nature 
te Things contained in the Law. But to af- 
firm this of the Genlilrs, if there be Degrees 
of Impoſſibility, is ſurely the very Firſt-born 
of Contradictions, and that whether they 
were converted to Chriſt or not: for if they 
were Converts to the Faith of Chriſt, it was 
| certainly by Grace, and not by Nature, that 
tney did the 7. hinge contained in the Lau; but 
if they were not Converts, but ſtill Servants 
to Sin, and under the Pyr of Satan, it was 
abſolutely impoſſible they ſhould do them at 
all, or ever he the Work of the Law a Willen 
an their Hearts. 

So that, rack and torture this Sentence as 
long as you pleaſe, in the preſent Poſition of 
the M* ords, as they now ſtand in our Tranfla- 
tion, the Wit of Man can never extract com- 
mon Senſe out of it, or force it to ſpeak any 
thing, which will not be a flat Contradiction 
to he whole Scripture. 

But to do Juſtice to my Argument, and 

throw in ſtill more Light upon this greatly- 

miſtaken Paſſage, let us now N into the 
riginal Peſign of the Law ; that fo we may 

DEN better 
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18 An Aſize-Sermon 
better underſtand what the Work of the Low 
is, and what the Things contained in it mean, 
in the Text before us. 

The Jews, we know, greatly boaſted of 
their Law : This was not their Fault; they 
might juſtly have ſo boaſted. For what Na- 
tion under Heaven was there ſo great, that 
had Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as 
all that Law which fied. by the Hands of his 
Servant Moſes, had ſet before them? But their 
great Misfortune, and their great Fault too 
was, that they had now by their vain Tradi- 
tions quite miſtaken the original Deſign of 
their Law; which, as St. Paul tells them, was 
their $ cbool-maſter to bring them to Chriſt, <ohg 
15 the End of the Law for Righteoufneſs to eve- 
ry one that believeth; and who had been pro- 
miſed as an univerſal Bleiiing to the whole 
World long before their Law was given by 
Maſes. For the Scripture, foreſecing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen through P. aith, 
preached before the Goſpel to Abr abam, ſay- 
ing, Ii thee and thy Seed * all Nations b 
blefſe d. 

Now this original Covenant, as St. Paul 
finely argues, which was before confer med of 

God in Chrift ; or rather, as I think it ſhould 
be trantlated, to Chriſt, who was the Seed 
meant in the Promiſe ; the Law; which was 


tour hundred Tears after, and given to a ſingle 


People, only, . not diſannul, that it ſhould 
make the former Promiſe void, or of none E. 


feet. 
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Leb. That ſtill ſubſiſted in the ſame Force 
and Vigour under the Law, as it did before it. 


For ſurely the Performance of one Covenant, 
Z which God made with their Fathers | Abraham 


Taac, and Jacob, to give unto their Poſterity 
the Land of Canaan for a Poſſeſſion, was no 
Proof that he was unmindful of that better 
Covenant, in which all the Nations of the 


Earth were to be bleſſed. 


You will aſk, Wherefore then ſerveth the 
Law, which was given with ſuch amazing 
Pomp and Terror to the Children of rarl on- 
ly, with an utter Excluſion of the whole 
Gentile World, from whom they were by 
this Law ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſtrongeſt Fence and Partition-Wall that God 
himſelf could raiſe between them ? 

Why, all this notwithſtanding, the Law 


Was by no means againſt the Promiſes of God, 


as St. Paul ſpeaks ; but, on the contrary, de- 
ſign'd to keep up the Remembrance of them 
in the Earth, and was only added, in the A- 
poſtle's Phraſe, fill the Seed ſhould come, to 
whom the original Promiſe of this univerſal . 
Bleſſing was made; but with infinite Wiſdom 
added, becauſe of T. ranſgreſſons: For the whole 
Gentile World were now in a State of Apoſta- 
fy from God; they ſerved and adored the 
Heavens, inſtead of the God that created 
them ; they worſhipped the Sun, Moon, and 
Beard even all the Hoſt of Heaven: Theſe, 
they thought, were the Gods that governed 
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20 An Aſſixe- Sermon 
the World; that gave them Rain and fruitfutk 


Seaſons, and to whom they were indebted for 


all the Products of the Earth, and all the 
Bleflings they enjoyed in it. And it is wall 
known from every Page of Scripture, that the 
Children of Marl, from the Day that God 
delivered them out of the Land of £gypt, till 
their Return from their Captivity in Babylon, 
were ever prone to follov- theſe Abominations 
of- the. Heathen, inti anſgreſſing the Covenant 
of the Lerd, and <werſhippins the Hoſt of Hea- 
wen *. 

Becauſe of theſe Tranſgreſſions therefore, and 
to keep alive the knowledge of the true God 
in the World, which w ould otherwiſe have 
been ſoon loft out of it, was the Law added, 
until the promiſed Seed thould come, in whom 
all the Nations of the Earth were to be bleffed, 
and in whom all the Promiſes of God from 
the Foundation of the World are Yea, and 
Amen. 


But when the Law had done the great 


Work intended by God, and anſwered the 
End propoted by him that gave it; when 
Chriſt, the Secd promiſed to 45; aham, and 


to punctually defcribed both by Moſes and the 


Prophets, was now actual! come; the Fence 
between Jed and Gert: is of | — remo- 
ved, and the 7artition-Wall broken down: 


For now, m the prophetick Language of the 


Pialmiſt, God bath made known ts Sealcraitons 
2 


* Sce the =o th C4 ks INTEL of Ex: C's chr. ur mut. 


3 
2 

8 
1 


at Lokk, July's8. 1744. 24 


= his Righ teoufneſs hath he openly ſhewed' in the 


Sight 97 the Heathen © He hath remembred his 
Merey and Truth towards the Houſe of "Iſrael; 


4 and all the Ends 13 the Earth have ſeen the Sal- 


vation of our Ged. 
This Salvation was N all the Faithful, 


Who looked for Redemption in {rael; plainly 


Waited for, as well as their Father Jacob, 


vrhen juſt before his Death he uttered thoſe 


W Words: [have warted for thy Sal- 
vation, O Lord: And which old Simeon ful- 


ly explains, when he had his Saviour in his 


, Arms, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy 


., 


I Servant depart in Peace; for mine Eyes have 


een thy Salvation, hich thou haſt prepared be- 


ore the Face vf all People: a Light to lighten 


the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy People Iſrael. 


There remains therefore now no Difference 
between Jew and Gentile. For the Righte - 


oOuſneſs of God without the Law, as St. Paul 


— emphatically / expreſſes it, is now manifeſted, 
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being fully witneſſed both by the Law and 
the Prophets, which the Jews have in their 
own Hands; and by which it is plain, that 
Criſt 2 is the End of the Law for N ghteouſneſs 
= 79 every one that believeth. And therefore 
when the Gentiles in my Text, which by Na- 


ture have not the Law, Do the Te v u-, 
the Things originally intended by, and virtu- 


ally contained in the Law; when they re- 
nounce their Idols, and no longer worſhip the 


Hoſt of Heaven, but turn to the Service of 
D the 
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22 An Aſfive- Sermon ; 


the living God, who made Heaven and Earth ; 
when they accept of that Salvation that is now 
made known unto them, and ſubmit to the 
Righteoufpeſs of God that! is now manifeſted 
in their Sight; theſe, though they have not 
the Law, re 4-Liw\unto themſelves, their 
Faith in Chriſt and his Doctrine does more 
than ſupply the Place of the Law of Moſes ; 
and by their Submiſſion to that promiſed Seed, 

in whom all the Nations of the Earth were to 
be bleſſed, and who is the. very End of the 
Lato itſelf for Righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth, they evidently ſhew the great Work 
of the Law written in their Hearts. 

This is now the true, the plain, and full 
Meaning of this greatly miſtaken Paſſage; 
and which 1 think could not poſſibly have 
been miſtaken, as I before obſerved, if it had 
not been firſt miſpointed in the Original; but 
the Comma being placed before Ovce. inſtead 
of after it, the Term Nature was in every 
Verſion thrown into a wrong Poſition; and 
the Law written in their Hearts following to 
foon after in the ſame Sentence, theſe Words, 
which have. not the leaſt Relation to cach 
other; and which in their true Meaning are as 
oppoſite. as Light and Darkneſs, were Blended 
and confounded together: and from this odd 
Jumble of the Words firſt ſprang, as I con- 
ceive, the famous Doctrine of innate Ideas, 
and of I know-not-what imaginary Law of 
Nature originally ſtamped and impreſſed * 
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the Soul of Man at his * coming into the 


World; the bſu 1rdity of Which. ; is oft * n 48 
been fo fully and o july expoſed by the: 


celebrated Mr. Locke, that ! 1 neea NO ery: arge 


upon it. It will be much more to our Puts 
pole to obſerve, that to have the Law uten 


in cur Hearts, is a Phraſe that, in the Scrip- 
ture Language, exprelics, not the State of 4 
blind Pagan that knew not God, but the moi 
conſummate Piercy, and the utmaſt EF Chin 
of Holineſs ; juſt as Sin itſelf, when arrived 
to its full Growth, is ſaid to be wr: 17 
raven on the Heart. Thus when Judas 
molt grievouſly revolted from God, and we 
a whoring after the Idols of the Nations, t- 
Prophet ſays, The Sin of Judab is toriiten απ 
a Pen of Iron, and with the Point of Dis 
mond ; it is graven on the very Tables of 2 


Hearts. Whereas when God ſpeaks to his 


moſt faithful Servants, the Stile then runs, 


Hearken unto me, ye that know Righteouſneſs ; 
ve People in whoſe Heart is my Law. So the 


Pſalmiſt alſo deſcribes the State of ſuch Per- 


ſons, The Righteous ſhall inherit the Land, and 
anvell therein for ever: the Lan of his God is in 
his Heart, none of bis Steps ſhall flide. And 
when Chriſt himſelf cometh into the World, 
he faith, I delight to do thy Mill, O God, yea, 
thy Law is within my Heart. 

And that exceeding great Promite of God, 
which was to take place under the new Cove- 
nant, that he would make with the Houſe of 
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24 An Aﬀze-Sermon 
iſrael, is conveyed in theſe remarkable Words: 
After thoſe Days I will put my Law in their 


Minds, and ill write it in their Hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they Tall be my Peo- 


ple. And I will be wur to thetr Sins, and 


their Iniquities will J remember no more. 
With a View to this gracious Promiſe, I ſup- 
poſe, when the Ten Commandnwaits are re- 
cited in the Communion Service, the Church 
puts into our Mouth that moſt ſignificant and 
comnrehenſive Prayer, Lord, have mercy up- 


o US, nd write all theſe thy Lows in cur 
This is, J think, a 


all Ex n ticaten of what is meant in Scripture 
the Low written in cur Hearts; and I 
ould now v ilingly hope, that the Chriſtian 
cd, that it is written not by 
IN.izare, but y the Spirit of the living God; 
nor on Tables of Stone only, as St. Par 
ipcaFs; but what is ſtill a much greater Bleſ- 
ſing, on the ficſhly Tables of the Heart. 
In a Word therefore, and to conclude: The 


whole Deſign of this Diſcourſe has been to 


Hearts, < 60, ech thee. 
any 
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vindicate the Honour of. Chriſtianity, and to 


thew the abſolute Neceſſity of Revelation. 
To make you duly ſenſible, how infinitely 
we ſtand indebted, not to, the Light of Na- 
ture, which, in the Things of God, is the 
very Blackneſs of Darkneſs, but to the mar- 
velous Light of Chriſt's Goſpel : and to give 
you the ſtrongeſt Conviction of that ſtupen- 
dous Inſtance of God's Love to a whole World 

of 
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at York, July 8. 1744. 25 
of Sinners, who had apoſtatized and revolted 
from him ; when he ſent his only-begotten 
Son into the World, that whoſoever belzeverh 
in him, might not periſh, bit habe everlaſting 
Life. For from the very Darkneſs of Paga- 
niſm it is now clearly viſible, that without 
Faith it was impoſſible for the Gentiles either 
to pleaſe, or even to know God. And the 
Natural-Religion-Man himſelf will, I pre- 
ſume, ſubſcribe to this Truth, That. he that 
cometh unto God, muſt firſt believe, not only 
that he is, but, that he is a Rewarder alſo of 
them that diligently ſeek him. Of which bleſ- 
ſed Reward, that we may all at laſt be Parta- 
kers, by having his Laws now written on our 
Hearts, God of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
the ſake of his only Son Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; 
to whom be aſcribed all Glory and Dominion 


* both now and for evermore. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HE Reader may not be diſpleaſed, 
after this Sermon of Mr. Willats's, to 
peruſe an Account ſent by Mr. Fellebien to the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and printed 
in their Memoirs, by which is fully evinced 
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1 the abſolutely Incapacity of Man, uninſtruct- 
bt ed, for making or thinking of any Religion. 
„ « The Son of a Tradeſman in Chartres, 
i Who had been Deaf from his Birth, and 
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% conſequently Dumb, when he was about 
© 230r-24 Years of Age, began on a ſudden 
* to ſpeak, without its being known that he 
„5 * had ever heard. This Event drew the At- 
e tention of every one, and many believed it 
Wh: * to be miraculous. The young Man how- 
i» < ever gave a plain and rational Account, bj 
1 * which it appeared to proceed wholly from 
ll « natural Cauſes. He aid, that about four 
' «© Months before he was ſurprized by a new 
and pleaſing Senſation, which he afterwards 
| *« diſcovered to ariſe from a Ring of Bells; 
\ * that, as vet, he heard-only with one Ear, 
ll © but afterw ards a kind-of Watcr came from % 
1 « his left Ear, and then he could hear dix 
| * ſtinctly with both: that from this Time,. 
i he liftened, with the utmoſt Curioſity and 
j Attention, to the Sounds which accom- | 
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pany thoſe Motions of the Lips, which he 
had before remarked to convey Ideas fromm 
4 one Perſon to another. In ſhort; he was 
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able to underſtand them, by noting the 
„Thing to which they related, and the Ac- 
d, . tion they produced. And after repeated 
to  <« Attempts to imitate them when alone, at 
he c the End of four Months he thought him- 
4 ſelf able to talk. He therefore, without 


having intimated what had happened, be- 
gan at once to ſpeak, and affected to join 
in Converſation, tho' with much more Im- 
e perfection than he was aware of. 
Many Divines immediately viſited him, 
* and queſtioned him concerning God, and 
the Soul, Moral Good and Evil, and many 
e other Subjects of the ſame kind; but of 
<« all this they found him totally ignorant, 
© tho' he had been uſed to go to Maſs, and 
* had been inſtructed in all the Externals of 
<< Devotion, as making the Sign of the Croſs, 
“ looking upwards, kneeling at proper Sea- 
<«« ſons, and uſing Geſtures of Penitence and 
Prayer. Of Death itſelf, which may be 
«« conſidered as a ſenſible Object, he had very 
« confuſed and imperfect Ideas, nor did it ap- 
* pear that he had ever reflected upon it. His 
Life was little more than animal and ſen- 
ſſtive. He ſeemed to be content with the 
«© ſimple Perception of ſuch Objects as he could 
e perceive, and did not compare his Ideas with 
each other, nor draw Tnferences, as might 
ce have 
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« have been expected from him. It appeare@ | 
however, that: his Underſtanding was vigo- 
<« .xous; and his Apprehenſion quick, fo that 
his intellectual Defects mult have been 
te cauſed, not by the Barrerineſs of ube Soil, hut 
merely by the want of uf Cultivation.” 
The above is not the only Inſtance of the 
kind that has occurred, tie Readers dn Re- 
flection may perhaps furniſh him with ſeveral 
others. And if he is ſtill deſiraus of farther 
Satisfaction on the Subject treated af in the 
above Sermon, I rel beg leaves tafecom- 
mend to him a.Book, entitled;' The Knowledge 
of Divine Things \from:REvEtataon, hot 
from Reaſon and Nature, wrote by John El- 
lis, D. D. ſometime of Brazen · Naſe Colleg e/ 
Oxford; now Vaear of St. James S and Chap 
lain to the Royal Hoſpital in Dubhin Printed 
for Dod in Tobey nd. Sold by all the Book- 
ſellers. L know not whether to promiſe the 
Reader more Beugſit or Pleaſure in the Petuſał 
of a Book, in which Purity: of Dictian, And 
Solidity of. juſt Reaſoning; drawn from the 
molt. rn Tip afe * Da 
xemarkab | 
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